STUDENT DAYS

1874

To MRS. THOMAS STEVENSON                    ^T*23

The following is in answer to a set of numbered questions, of which
the first three are of no general interest.

[MENTON], Monday, January igth, 1874.
ANSWERS to a series of questions.

4.  Nelitchka, or Nelitska, as you know already by this
time, is my adorable kid's name.    Her laugh does more
good to one's health than a month at the seaside: as she
said to-day herself, when asked whether she was a boy or a
girl, after having denied both with gravity, she is an angel.

5.  O no, her brain is not in a chaos; it is only the
brains of those who hear her.   It is all plain sailing for her.
She wishes to refuse or deny anything, and there is the
English "No fank you" ready to her hand; she wishes
to admire anything, and there is the German "schon";
she wishes to sew (which she does with admirable serious-
ness and clumsiness), and there is the French " coudre";
she wishes to say she is ill, and there is the Russian
"bulla" ; she wishes to be down on any one, and there
is the Italian "Berecchino" ;   she wishes to play at a
railway train, and there is her own original word " Collie"
(say the o with a sort of Gaelic twirl).    And all these
words are equally good.

7.  I am  called  M. Stevenson by everybody except
Nelitchka, who calls me M. Berecchino.

8.  The weather to-day is no end: as bright and as warm
as ever,    I have |been out on the beach all afternoon
with the Russians,    Madame Garschine has been reading
Russian to me; and I cannot tell prose from verse in that
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